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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, WA 

SUB J : NAMIBIA: SAG BARS PRESS FROM OWAMBO 
REF: PRETORIA 2568 

1. COMMISSIONER GENERAL FOR SWA, JANNIE DE WET, ANNOUNCED 
JULY 26 THAT PRESS, WITH EXCEPTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS 
ASSOCIATION (SAP A), WOULD IN FUTURE BE BARRED FROM OWAMBO, 
WHERE TENSE POLITICAL SITUATION ON EVE OF HOMELAND ELECTIONS 
THREATENS TO BECOME VIOLENT. THIS OBVIOUSLY WILL MAKE IT 
EASY FOR SAG TO MANAGE NEWS COVERAGE OF EVENTS IN OWAMBO, 
INCLUDING AUGUST 1-2 ELECTIONS. 

2. MEANWHILE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN SWA, BISHOP LEONARD AUALA, HAS CHARGED THAT 
SAG HAD BROKEN PROMISE TO ALLOW FREE ELECTIONS. HE SAID 
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PEOPLE OF OWAMBO HAD NO REAL CHOICE BEFORE THEM. AUALA 
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ADDED THAT OFFICIAL ACTIONS HAD LED DIRECTLY TO REVIAL OF 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA PEOPLES ORGANIZATION (SWAPO) AND EMERGENCE 
OF RADICALS AMONG THE YOUTH; EVEN CHILDREN OF 10 OR 12 
WERE SHOUTING "NAMIBIA" WHEN POLICE VEHICLES CAME INTO VIEW. 

3. COMMENT: ACTIONS TO BAR PRESS FROM OWAMBO REFLECTS SAG’S 
NERVOUSNESS ABOUT DETERIORATING SITUATION IN OWAMBO. 

HURD 
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